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Want to get involved with a new volunteer-led project opportunity for the Autumn?

It's about guidance for older people on using digital technologies that can be very suited to older
people losing dexterity, mobility, sight or hearing, who are in a situation where they may be socially
isolated.

Although it is intended to start with some instruction, the emphasis will be on participants learning
themselves by trial and error and then sharing their triumphs with others in the group. Learning
together.

Already involved at this early stage are three Shedders but we want to enlist other volunteers to help
who see the importance of the older generation engaging with technologies that will help them
access entertainment, information, conversation and new skills to build upon.

The kind of things we are thinking of are voice control (Alexa-like), switching on/off devices including
lights and sockets, safety movement sensors, hearing boosters and making hands-free phone and
video calls.

Maybe you are a patient retired teacher, a time-served experienced carer, a whizz with these
technologies or someone who enjoys helping people in a practical way.

This is an opportunity to join in and help build a venture from scratch. Working in a small team often
online but meeting face to face too.

Although this is intended to be kicked off by Norton Men's Shed (others welcome), it would be the
intention to make it an independent activity in due course.

The nature of this is that for some roles there would be need for DBS checking. However, at this stage
are you interested in helping in some way?

Email Graham/Paul at nortonmensshed@gmail.com

https://youtu.be/HTKsKpL4jJ4

“The ability to control Alexa by voice and without buttons or on-screen controls
makes it a fantastic option for people living with sight loss who want to access
audio entertainment and information. But, according to British Wireless for the
Blind Fund, many people they support are not yet using this technology.

For lots of us, Alexa is already like a member of the family. But, despite the obvious
advantages for someone living with sight loss, we know that many aren’t
benefitting from this technology. This could be down to the cost of buying a smart
speaker, or barriers using these devices.”
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